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Accepted Author Manuscript 
+ XML conversion 
+ Technical Editing & XML tagging
+ Graphic production
+ Page composition (typesetting)
+ Author review & corrections
+ Delivery packaging

= Published Article

In-house editorial production staff
Technical Editors – degreed scientists read each manuscript
Production Associates – manage proof correction process
Graphic Processors – prepare submitted graphics for publication
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 Apply light footprint – not rewriting; not reorganizing
 Edit for readability/language, grammar, punctuation, sentence structure (polish 

vs in-depth language edit)
 Apply style points loosely; focus on consistency
 Review images for match to text, caption accuracy, image quality, copyright 

concerns
 Review tables for content clarity, basic styling for readability applied
 Detect possible permissions concerns
 Focus on usability of references; less on typography

Key points related to ACS technical editing and graphic 
preparation



 Review entire proof (including equations, captions)
 Carefully read names, affiliations
 Review SI for corresponding changes
 Address all queries

 Production staff review ALL author-recommended proof corrections
 Significant changes are brought to Editor/Assoc. Ed. for review/approval
 Revised proofs are not provided as matter of routine
 Articles may be published ASAP within hours

Key points related to proof correction



 ALL work related to patents and intellectual property done BEFORE ACCEPTANCE
 Understand ASAP is published version of record, not an intermediate
 (Just Accepted is also “published”)

 Completeness — all components included at time of acceptance
 All permissions for use/reuse/adaptation obtained and cited
 All author names properly spelled and presented
 All affiliations represent institutions at the time the research was done
 Title well written for discoverability and information
 Abstract graphic created according to guidelines and best practices
 All major objects cited in text and numbered sequentially
 All references cited in text
 Supporting Information described per guidelines
 Images are clear and provided according to ethical guidelines
 Images do not contain logos or institution crests
 Writing (English language) is as clear as possible

Keys to efficient and accurate publication
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