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DRI RN

The gestation period of the new format
for the Newsletter was much longer than
we normal ly associate with the humans Per-
haps it more closely approximated that of
the elephant. Following thats the pangs
of birth proved to be extremely difficult.
Now that we are in the neonatal phase of
the Newsletter things have not become much
easier. We would like to look forward to
an easy and eniovahle adolescence and for
this to occur we would appreciate input
from the membershir. It is only with vour
interest and input that we will be able to
evolve to the normal three vearly publi-
cations of the Newsletter. There is a
need for response and input from the mem-
bership. Two articles by Drs. Floss and
Farnsworths both provocative and interest-
ing elicited no response - either Pro or
con. I cannot believe that certain state-
ments did not cause feelings that our
membership wished to put into words.
There have been no letters to the editor.
Not only are vou free to make declarative
statements in Letters to the Editors but
there are many other categories that vou
might wish to respond to.

Listed below you will find the categor-
ies into which the Mewsletter is divided.
Please contribute to any or all.

1) EDITORIALS - By the Editors President
and selected guest editors. These editor-
ials will hopefully reflect concerns of
pharmacognosists which need to be aired
and discussed.

7) COMMENTARY SECTION - To provide a forum
for areas of concern for which an editor-
ial is not the proper forums: teaching im-
provements’? suZgestionsy with discussions
to the Society which can air maior con-
cerns? and news and views from the Presi-
dent and Executive Committee to allow
dialog with the memtership.

3) LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - To provide a
forum for the membership to reflect their
concerns with Society policys to respond
to opinions expressed in the Editorial
sections or to allow members the chance to
provide commentary on subiects that they
feel should be aired to the reading
audience.

[}) MEETING REPORTS — Brief reports on meetings
to provide a syYnopsis of interesting invited
speakers and presented papers that have a
bearing on interests of some segment of the
membership. These reports will hopeful |y
capture novel developments and new trends
surfacing at such meetingss particularly in
workshops or invited symposia to which only

a |limited number of members have access.

5) ARTICLES OF INTEREST - These are to be short
of formal Jjournal parers and should make either
informative or amusing reading for pharmacog-
nosists. These could be short technical papers
(alerting the membership tos» or describing
newer technigues) or simply broad interest
articles.

6) SOCIETY NEWS — A section where decisions
of the Executive Committee can be presenteds
matters dealing with the Society's Jjournals
future meeting planss calls for papers and
the like.

7) REVIEW ALERTS - Reviews of maijor review
articles that have been published and should
serve to aid the memberships particularly if
they were published in a language other than
English.

8) NEW EQUIPMENT — A section that will include
brief descriptionss prices; manufacturer and
pertinent data that will bring to the atten-
tion of the membership new equipment that the
respondent has found useful in his/her work.

Q) NEWS AND NOTES — This will be very much
like the old format and will include: new
appointmentss promotionss sabbaticalss deathss
new productssy grants funded and other per-
sonal newss i.e. recent and upcoming activi-
ties of members.

It is hoped that the Newsletter will bene-
fit by these changes. You will note that
with the expanded formats we are very
much dependent on the membership for input.
forward to your commentss» Pro




FUTURE MEETINGS

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
PHARMACOGNOSY: As vou all realize, the
annual meeting this vear will be a joint
meeting with the Phytochemical Society of
Europe and the Association Francaise des
Fnseignants de Matiere Medicale, and will
be held in Strasbourg, France, July 6-11,
1980, This vear's meeting will be signif-
icantly different from those of the past
because there will only be plenary lec- .
rures and poster presentations. The short
scientific lectures that are the norm for
most of us and which we know so well, will
be absent this year. FPlenary lectures at
this congress will be broken into five

{1} Microbial Natural Products; (2)
Natural Products of Higher Plants; (3) Bio-
logically Active Natural Products; (4) Ma-
vine Natural Products and Ethnopharmacology;
and {5) Future Biological Production of
Medicinal Agents.

araass

The Plenary Topics are listed below.

MONDAY, JULY 7th:

"Methodological Problems of the Study of
Traditional Drugs. Examples from Chinese
and Russian Remedies' by Prof, G. Ourisscn
(Univ. Louis Pasteur, Strasbourg, France)

Microbial Natural Products

"Recent Advances in the Chemistry and Bio-
logy of Thienamycin' by Dr. T. Salzmann
{Merck Sharp and Dohme Research Labora-
tories, Rahway, New Jersey, USA)

"Recent Development in the Chemistry of
Sideramines and Sideromycins" by Prof. W.
Keller—-Schierlein (ETH, Zurich, Switzer-
land)

"Alkaloid Biosynthesis and its Regulation
in Penieillium cyelopium' by Prof. M.
Luckner {Univ. of Halle, DDR)

TUESDAY, JULY 8th:

Natural Products of Higher Plants

"The Use of Computers for Compound Iden-
tification™ by Prof. G.W.A. Milne (National
Institute of Health, Bethesda, Maryvland
UsA)

"Droplet Counter-Current Chromatography,
an Tdeal Method for the Isolation of
Natural Products by Dr. K. Hestettmann
(ETH, Zurich, Switzerland)

"Sacondary Metabolites of Insecticides™ by

Prof. D.M.X. Donnelly {(Univ.

Ireland)

"Fhe Story of the Antitumor Alkaloids of the
Madagascan Periwinkle" by Dr. P. Potier (CN
RS, Gif/Yvette, France) :

of Dublin,

"Recent Advances in the Isolation and Struc-
ture Elucidation of Antinmegplastic Agents
From Higher Plants™ by Dr. J.M. Cassady (Tur-
due Univ., West Lafavette, Indiana, USA)

WEDNESDAY, JULY 9th:

Biologically Active Natural Producis

L1

" "Natural Products Receptors and Ligands' by

Dr. B. Witkop (National Institutes of Health,
Bethesda, Maryland USA)

"™odulation of Natural Substances in Order to
Improve Their Pharmacokinetic Properties” by
Prof. C.G. Wermuth (Univ. Louis Pasteur,
Strasbourg, France)

"Natural Products With Antihepatoltoxic Activ-
ity" by Prof, H. Wagner (Univ. of Munchen,
FRG)

"Pyenogenols: Recent Advances in the Thera-
peutical Activity of Procyanidins' by Prof.
H. Masquelier (Univ. of Bordeaux, France)

"The Vincamine Skeleton: Structure-—Activity
Relaticnships in the Cerebral Circulation” by
Dr. E. MacKenzie (Svonthelabo, Bagneux, France)

and Vascactive Substances
by Frof. H. Haas (Mannheim,

"Brain Disorders
of Plant Origin"
FRG)

"Watural Substances With Central Cardiovas-
cular Effects: New Therapeutic Perspectives?"
by Dr. P. Bousquet (Univ. Louis Pasteur,
Strasbourg, France)

"Snake Venows as Therapeutic Agents in Vascu-
lar and Coagulation Diseases"” by Dr. B.B.
Vargaftig {(Institut Pasteur, Paris, TFrance)

THURSDAY, JULY 10th:

Matrine Natural Products and Ethnopharmacology

"Biologically Accive Substances From Austral-
fan Marine Specieg'” by Dr. R. Wells (Roche
Resegarch Institute of Mavine Pharmacology,
New South Wales, Australia)

"Steroidal Glycosides From Asteroides” by
Prof. L. Minale {Univ. of Naples, italy)

VEthnopharmacology" by Prof. E. Tyler (West
Lafavette, Indiana, USA)
(Continued on page 2)




FETURE MEETINGS (continued)

“Traditional Experiences of Chinese Herb
Medicine: Tty Application in Drug Research
and Novel Drug Searching” by Prof. Pei-Ken
Helao (Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences,
Feking, China}

"Evaluation of Traditional Pharmacopoeias”
by Prof. P. Delaveau (Univ, René Descartes,
Paris, France)

"Ethaopharmacology: Objectives, Pripciples
and Pevspectives' by Dr. J. Bruhn (Univ. of
Stockholm, Sweden)

"Problems and Limitations of Using Ethno-
pharmacological Promising Fertility Regu-
lating Plants” by Prof. N.R. Farasworth
(Univ. of Tllinois, Chicago, USA)

FRIDAY, JULY 1l1th:

Future Biological Production of Medicinal
Agents
"Techniques of Recombination of DNA Mple-

cules" by Prof. W. Coebel (Univ. of Wurz-
burg, FRG)

"Microbial Production of Animal Proteins”
by Dr. T. Fraser (Upjohn Company, Kalama-
zoo, Michigan, USA)

Yantimitotic Activities of Catharanthus
roseuns Tissue and Cell Cultures' by Dr.
Petiard (Synthélabo, Tours, France)

‘Potential of Cell Cultures for Pharmaceu-
tical Production” by Prof. W. Barz (Tosti-
tut fir Biochemic der Pflanzen, Munster,
FRG)

Full papers of plenary lectures will be
printed in a separate volume published
jointly by Planta Meddica -~ Journal of
Medicinal Plant Research and Journal of
Natural Products (Llovdia).

THE SiXTH INTERNATTIONAL FERMENTATION SYM-
POSIUM in conjunction with the Fifth Inter-
national Symposium on Yeasts will be held
in London, Canada om July 20-25, 1980. The
following ig a list of the aveas of inter-
est in which sympoesia will be presented:

Microbial Cultures; Recombinant DNA and
Genetic Engineering; Functions of Secondary
Metabolites in Producing Organisms; Anti-
biotics; Immobilized Enzymes and Cells;
Tissue Cultures; Aminco Acids, Vitamins and
Nucleotides; Blosurfactants, Bicpolymers
and Biopigments; Mycotoxin Fermentations;

Microbial Oxidation of Hydrocarbonsa; Single
Cell Protein and Related Bioconversions;
Fermentor Design and Operation; Bicenevrgy
and Biofuels; Fermentation Fconomics; Mar-
keting and Technology Transfer; Biological
Waste Treatment and Environmental Pollutilon;:
Continucus Culture; Biotechnical Advances in
Developing Countrvies; Hducation and Training
in Biochemical Engineeving: Traditlonal Fer-
mented Foods; and Fermentation Process, Dy-

“namics and Modeling.

International Symposimm on Yeasts Topics:

CIndustrial and Agricnltural Usss of Yeast;

Geneticg of Yeast; Conjugation and Sporula-
tion; Yeast Cell Cycle: Taxonomy and Ecology
and Blochemistry.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PHYTOCREMICAL SOCTETY
OF NORTH AMERICA wlll be held in coniunction
with the American Society of Plant Physiol-
ogists from August 3-7, 1980 at Washington
State University, Pullman, Washington.

The Symposium is entitled "Phytochemlstry
of Cell Recognition and Lell Surface Inter-
actions. Topics of the Symposism are:

Part 1. Interactions at the Chemical and Bio~
chemical Levels: The Structure and Biosyn-
thesis of Lipopolysaccharides and Glycopro~
feins by Alan Elbein: Plant Derived Lecting
by Trwin J. Goldgtein: Host-Pathogen Tnter-
actions by Peter Albersheim: Cell Surface
Lipoglycopeptides by John Gander and Ensymic
Properties of Phytohemaggzlutininsg by Leland
M. Shermon and Charles Hankins.

Part 7Y, Interactions at the Biclogical and
Feological Levels: Plant Protoplast Agglu-
tination and fmmebilization by Phillip J.
Larking Recevery of Glyeoproteins from Plant
Tissues by Rebert G. Brown:; Bacterial Attach-
ment to Plant Cell Walle by Mariawane Whatley:
Pellen-Stigma Interaction by R. Bruce Knox;
Lectins and Herbivore-Plant Intevaccion by
Daniel H. Janzen: and Cell SBurgace Interaect-
tons and Pattern Formation in the Cellular
Slime Mold by Daniel McMahon.

ANNUAL MERTING OF THE SOCIETY OF ITMDUSTRIAL
MICROBIOLOGY will meetr August 10-15, 1980 at
Northern Arvizena Iniversity in Fiagstaff,

Arizona.

Az the membershin will note, one can travel
from France to Canada to Washington to Arigona
and attend meetings from early July to mid-
August. Unfortunately we were unable to find
meetings to cover the remaining time until
classes stavied for certain of our Academic
mambhars.



MEETING REPORTS

INTERNATIONAT SYMPOSTIUM ON RECENT ADVANCES
IN NATURAL PRODUCTS RESEARCEH

Reporter: Dr. Geoffrey A. Cordell, Univ. of
Illinois '

The secoond International Symposium on
Recent Advances in Natural Products Research
was held in Seoul, Korea from December 14-16,
1979 in commemoration of the Korean Society
of Pharmacognosy and the 40th anniversary of
the foundation of the Natural Products Re-
search Imstitute, Seoul Natienal University
(SNU). The proceedings opened with the
reading of congratulatory messages from
several organizations in Korea, and a number
of foreign organizatiens including the TPhar-
maceutical Societies of Japan, the Philip~
pines, the Republic of China and Hong Kong,
and the Gesellschaft fur Pharmazeutische
Arzneimittelehre., Professor Jim Robbers,
the President of the American Society of
Pharmacognosy also sent a message which was
read by Dr. Geoffrey Cordell.

The scientific proceedings began with "A
survey of the response of medicinal plants
on drug metabolism” by Dr. K.H. Shin and
W.5. Woo of the Natural Products Research
Tnstitute (NPRI), SNU and continued with
"Bicdegradation mechanism of capsafecinoids”
by Dr. §.5. Lee, Dean of the College of
Pharmacy, SNU, who reported on the struc-
ture of metabolites of capsaicin produced by
Aspergillus niger and a rat liver microsomal
enzyme gystem. Dr. U. Sankawa of the Univ.
of Tokyo described some of his groups' re-
cent work on the isolation of bio-active
compounds from Chinese medicinal drugs, in-
cluding the isolation of synephrine in high
yield from several CJifrus species, onjisa-
ponin ¥ from Polygalae Radix and two active
norlignans from Anemarrhenae Rhizoma. Dra.
Han (NPRL} and Sankawa discussed the devel-
opment of a radioimmunoassay for giusenoside
Rgl which dig one of the major active sapon-
ing of Rorean ginseng. Zizyphusg jujuba seeds
have been used as a treatment for insomnia
and Dr. Woo reported that the high coantent
of spinosin, a new flavonoid and three of
its acylated derivatives were responsible
for the mild sedative activity. Drs. Yun and
Chang (NPRI) reported some of their prelimi-
rary results on the hepatotoxic activity of
Plantago semen including the isolation of
several compounds from active fractions. The

Lipm

C~NMR spectra of phenolic compounds and

-

its application te the spectra of catechin
dimer and trimer weve discussed by Dr. B.J.
Ahn of the Korea Regsearch Institute of
Chemical Technology. The chemical and bio-
synthetic progress that has accrued from

20 vears of studving the alkalolds of Catha-
rantiue roseus and the recent developments
in the synthesis and isolation of new bigin-
dole alkaloids were discussed by Dr. G.A.

Cordell (U, of Illinoie). Limettin is a

photedynamic courmarin and Dr. Shim of the
Korea Adwvanced Institute of Science reported

~on the photochemistyry of limettin in the

pregence of tetramethylethylene, thymine and
thynidine.

Dr. Chen of the Brion Research Tnstitute
of Taiwan reviewed isclaticn studies in Tai-
wan on sixty-seven local medicinal plants by
a vumber of research groups. The formation of
i-steroids with a variety of alcohols and
thiols was discussed by Dr. E.B. Lee of the
Department of Chemistry, SNU, the aim being
to study the potential for functionalizing
the steroid side chain.. '

The isolation of new hypotensive grayano—
toxinsg from rhododendron leaves was described
by Dr. Pachaly of the Pharmazeutisches In-
stitut der Universitatr, Benn. Frem 4dndromeda
polifolia three iridoid glycosides were ob-
tained including fwo new esters of monotropein.
g-Trang—-atlantone wag synthesized efficiently
by Dr. Park of the Korea Tobacco Research
Institute, and Dr. Hahn of Chung-ang Univer-
sity described the isolation of lignan and
secotriterpenoid glycosides from Acanthopanan
species. Drs. Chung and Im of the College of
Pharmacy, SNU, described the isolation of a
new furanosesquiterpenoid, holabinenone,
from Chlovanthus Japonicus and Drs. Kong and
King discussed the im viéro uterotonic ac—
tivity of debvdroevodianine hydrochloride
and rutaecarpine from Fvodia rubaecarpa.

The final lecture was presented by Dr.
Tanaka of Hiroshima University who described
his recent work on the sweefners, particu--
larly the rebaudiosides, of Ftevia rebau-
diana with a view to establishing the strue-
ture—sweetness relaticnships.

YOUNG'S LAW:
ALL GREAT DISCOVERIES ARE MADE BY MISTAKE.

CORROLLARY 3
THE GREATER THE FUNDING, THE LONGER TIT
TAKES TO MAKE THE MISTAKE.




COMMENTARY

FLOSS WINNER OF THIRD VOLWILER AWARD IN
NATURAL PRODUCTS RESEARCH

This "news item" is slightly out dated
since Professor Floss received the award at
the American Assoclation of Colleges of
Pharmacy meeting on July 11, 1979. However,
the Editer feels that the entire membership
should be aware that this award, given in
recognition of outstanding research accom-
plishments to a faculty member of a School-
of Pharmacy, was presented to Dr. Helnz G,
Floss of Purdue University. Profassor Floss
hag been a prime mover within the Segciety
and has been unflagging in his desire to
have the mewbership use research in an ef-
fert to improve their relationships with
academic colleagues and to improve their in-
put to quality pharmaceutical education.
Although this award was preseunted in July,
1879 it still bears strongly on the con-
sclence of the membership this year because
of the AACP meeting to be held in Beston,
Mags, this July. At that time, the Second
International Congress on Pharmacy Education
will be held prior to the AACP meeting and
the theme issue of the AACP meeting is
"Bridging the Gap Between the Basic Sciences
and Clinical Practice’. 1 imagine many of
ug have not been as active as we should and
certainly not as much as Prof. Floss. He
called us to task, in his ASP presidential
address, for not keeping our discipline
viable within schools of pharmacy, through
our research efforts. As strange as it
geems, recent figures show that 35% of phar-
macy basic science faculty have never sub-
mitted a grant application. He seems to be
a prophet, not only in our field but in
others.

I would like to include, for your perusal,
parts of the citation on the award that ap-
peared in Volume 7, No. 6 of the AACP News.

"Heinz Floss has established a distinguished
reputation in his werk on natural products.
This reputation is based on the fact that he
has been innovative in his approaches to
sclence and, consequently, he has been re-
sponsible for major scientdific advances ian
the bilochemistry of natural products.

Dr. Floss has made major contributions in
the elucidation of the biosynthetic pathways
leading to coumarins, furanocoumarins, xan—
rhones and amino acids in higher plants, and

e

the antibiotics, indolmycin, pyrroinitria,
chlorothricin and spectinomyein., His work

iz mainly responsible for the elucidarion of
the biosynthetiec pathway leading to the for-
mation of the ergot alkaleids: however, his
interests are not exclusively on the molecu-
lar level. The research on ergot has led to
the development of new potential drugs in
this serieg and has provided the pharmaceu-
tical dndustryry with a fermentatiocn procedure
for the more economical production of a new
drug in the ergoline series. In addition, he

‘has undertaken research in the area of nmeta-

belic regulation of the production of secon—
dary metazbolites, Dr. Flozs'® discovery that
tryptophan induced the formation of ergot
alkaloids has stimulated other work on the
regulation of secondary metabolites, since
it was the {irst proven occurrence of this
phenomenon taking place in nature.

Dr. Flosg has been a pieoneer in the study
of the enzymatic mechanism of hiosynthetic
reactions by using stevospecifically labelled
precursors. This approach was applied to elu-
cidation of the steriochamical aspects of
the shikimate pathway of aromatic amino acid
bivsynthesis and discovery of novel wariants
ol this pathway in nature,

Recently his work has led to the elucida-
tion of the sterie course of a numbey of
important enzyme reactions including pyri-
doxal phesphate containing enzyme and
thymidylate syothetase. Most recently and
mosl importantly, Dr. Flosg has established
the steric course of mehtyl transferase reac—
tiens leading to the biosynthesis of indolmy-
cin, These transmethvlation reactions are
widespread in nature but little was known
about the mechanistic details of this process.
This most recent work should stimulate Fur-
ther research in this important area.

In addition to several letters of nomina-
tion from faculty and sdministrators at his
home ipnstitution, Professor Floss was noml~
nated for the prize by investigators at Cam-
bridge University, University of Wisconsin,
University of California~San Francisco Medi-
cal Center, University of Kansas, University
of Conpecticut and Rice University.

Honors are hardly new to this distinguishad
researcher for in 1977 he was recognized by
the Purdue Board of Trustees as the first
Lilly Professor of Medicinal Chemistry, The
Purdue Chapter of Sigma ¥i honorad its
(Continued on next page)



COMMERNTARY (continued)

colleague in 1976 by presenting him with the
Faculty Research Award. The  American Pharma-
reutical Association~Academy of Pharmaceuti-
cal Scliences habe presented Dy, Floss with
their Research Achievement Award in Natural
Producta. From 1969 to 1974, Professor Floss
held a U.5. Public Health Service Career De-—
velopment Award.

in addition to his AACP membership, Dr.
Iloss has been active in the American Chemi-
cal Society, serving as President of the
ACS Purdue Chapter. He has served as Presi-
dent of both the Phytochemical Soeciety of
North America and the American Society of
Pharmicognosy. His current editorial board
assigmments include: Llovdia - Journal of
NMatural Productss Biochemie und Physioloie
der Pflazens aod Applied Microbiology. He
has served the National Institutes of Health
as a member of the Speeial Blochemistry
Study Section and Medicinal Chemistyy B
Study Section.

Dr. Floss, a U.5. citizen, was born and
educated in Germany. He received the equi-
valen: of a bachelor and a mesters degree
from the Technical University of Berlin
(Technische Universitat) and a doctoral de~
gree in organic chemistry from the Technical
University at Munich. Professor ¥Floss earned
o second docteoral degree at Munich in bio-
chemistry. During his vears of graduate
study, Dr. Floss served on the staffs of
several German technical institutes. He
rape to the United States din 1964 as a Post-
graduate Research Biochemist at the Univer-
¢ity aof California at Davis. He joined the
Purdue faculty as an associate professor in
1966 wod was advanced to the rank of profes—
aor dn 19469,

Professor Fless {is married to the former
Imge Saubarlich and is the father of four _
chitdren. They reside in West Lafayette, In-

sietia,

HARVARD LAW:
UNDER THE MOST RIGOROUSLY CONTROLLED
CONDITIONS OF PRESSURE, TEMPERATURE ,
VOLUME, HUMIDITY, AND OTHER VARIABLES,
THEE DRGANISM WILL. DO AS IT DAMN WELL
PLEASES.

HERSH'S LAW,
BIOCHEMISTRY EXFANDS TO FILL THE SPACE AND
TIME AVAILABLE FOR ITS COMPLETION AND

PUBLICATION. B

BOOK REVIEWS

NEW CONCEPTS IN SAFETY EVALUATION: PART 2,
Edited by M.A. Mehiman, Mobil 0il Corpora-—
tiom, R.E. Shapiro, National Tnstitute of
Fanvironmental Health Sciewnces, and H.
Blumenthal, Food and Drug Administraticn.
Hemisphere Publishing Corporation, 1025
Vermont Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C.
20005, 1979, =midid -+ 1%1 pp. 16 = 23.5cm.

©$24.50.

This book is the second part of the first
volume in the series, "Advances in Modern
Toxicology" published in memory of the late
Leon Friedman. The chapters in this volume,
according to the editors, "continue to re-
flect our comcern with issues that may
affect public health and means for their
evaluation and coutainment.”

Perhaps & more appropriate title for this
book would have heen "New Concepts In En-
virommental Carcinogenesis' since a majority
of the chapters (7 out of 11) deal with en~
vironmental chemicals suspected of inducing
cancer in humans: "Eovivonmental carcino-
genesis - priovities and perspective®™ {P.
Shubik), "Role of epidemioclogy in identify-
ing environmental carcinogens” (J. Higginsou),
"Evaluating the role of environmental chemi-
cals in human cancer" (J.L. Radowski), "Fx-
trapolation and risk estimation for carcino-
genesis" (D.W. Gaylor and R.E. Shapiro),
"Current concepts in the toxicology of ni-
trates, nitrites, and nitrosamines™ (L.
Lijinsky)}, "Animal experiments with hormones
relevant to experience in humans”™ {T.E.
Shellenberger), and "Reinterpretasticn of the
linear nonthreshold dose-response wmodel iu
terms of the initiation-promotion mouse skin
tumorigenesis™ (R.E. Albert, ¥.J. Burus, and
B. Altshuler).

The remaining four chapters deal with
miscellaneous topics: "Interaction of metals
and tissues" (A, Furst and 1. Harding=-Barliow),
"Approches to toxicity evaluation of bioma-
terials with emphasdis on primary acute toxi-
city tests"” (J, Autian), "Target organ
studies” (J.C. Calandra and 0.5, Fancher),
and Program implications of iilicit drug scere-
ening"” (B. Davidow).

Although this book hag a publication date
of 1979, a look at the bibliography suggests
that wost chapters were written in 1975-1976.
Since there has been extensive research in
(Comtinued on page ¢}



{continued)

Id of chemical carcinogens in the
couple of vears, most cf the chapters
Fing with this tepiec need to be updated.

e example would be the outdated state-
went regarding carcinogenicity of amines and

v 5, "...neither becomes a carcinogen
thae presence of other under special
clyoymnsta in the chapter on toxicolegy
of niteites and nitrosamines.

wees, 13

The phavwacognosists and medicinal-pharma-
canbical chemiste interested in lkeeping up
with new concapts in safety evaluation of
drugs and chemicals (as way be implied by
the title) will be disappointed with this

book. With the possible exception of the
chanter on iilicit drug screening which

glves av excellent review of TLC,
the EMIT procedures, this book is
pavipheral interest.

GLO, and
valy of

Wit the shortcomings described above
noted, this beok may be recommended for
wnerval reading in environmental and bio-
cterdal toxicology. In the plus side, alj
chapters are well written, include alpha-
netical List of refervences complete with
full titles, and the volume is well Pro-
duced and moderately priced.

. Gubba Rao, Th.D., Research Institube
Awericsn Dental Assocdation Health Founda-—
tion, Chicago, Illinois 60611,

1

Books Recelved April ¥, 1979 - December 31,
187G

(L) Atomic Absorption, Fluorescence and
Flame Emission Spectroscopy. A Practical Ap-
proach. K.C. Thompson, Chief Scientist for o
U.K. Public Authority, and K.J. Reypolds, H.
M. Chemical Imspector of Pactories. Halsted
Press, John Wiley and Sons, fne., 605 Thixd
Avenue, New York, N.Y, 10016. 1979. = + 319
ppe L6 % 24 em. $39.95,

w3,
(2} Guide teo Basic Information Sources in
Chemistyy. Authur Auntheny, Sceience-Enginper-
ing Libbrary, University of California, Santa
Borbara., Halsted FPress, John Wiley snd Sons,
Ine., 605 Third Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016.
1979, widi + 249 pp. 14 x 21.5 cm. $14.95.

{3) Laboratory Handbook of Chromatographis
and Allied Metheods, 0. Mikes, Czechoslovak
Acadewy of Sciences, Prague., Halsted Presgs,
Jobn Wiley and Sons, Tnc., 605 Third Avenue,
Now York, MY, 10016, 1979. 764 pp. 16.5 % 24
o, 589,50,

-y

(4) Biocorganic Chemistry. ed., E.B. vap T
Department of Chemiatry, Stanford Unives
Academic Press, Inc., 111 fth Avenus,

York, M,¥. 10003. 1978, 4 371 pw.
23.5% em. §43.00,

(5) Marine HUatural Prodacts. Chemical and Bioe
logical Perspectiv Volume T71. Faul J.
Schever, Department of Chemisiry, Undversity

ol £
O

SN AN

?
Hawali. Acadewmic Press, Toc., 111 Fifrk
Avenue, New York, W.Y, L000%, 1978, xiti +
392 pp. 16 ® 23.% om. 538,00,

(6} Carbon-13 WMRE Shifc Assilgnments of Amines
and Alkszleodds. Maurice Shamma and David M,
Hindenlang. The Pennsgvivanie State Haivarsity,
University Pavk. Plenum Yress, 227 - 17th
Styveet, New York, R.Y. 10011, 197y, 333
pp. 16 x 23.5% om. 529,50,

{7} Biosvwthetic Products

therapy, Volume 3. Ceorge K. Vertit spd Richars
H. Ode, Avizona State University, Tompe.

Flenum Press, 227 West 17th Stre Mew Vark,
H.Y. 30031, 1979, wiii + 197 pp. 23.5 cm.
$32.50,

Wer

(8) Alkaloid Bilolowgy and “etabolism in Filanta.
George R. Waller and Edmond K. Wowacki, Okla-
homs State University, Stiilwater. Plepnun
Press, 227 West 17th Stveel, New York, H.Y.

¥ ¥ *
L0011, 1978, =edli -+ 294 pp. 16 = 23.5
$22.50,

ST

(9) Isoguinoline Alkaloids Resesrch L972-1977.
Maurice Chamma and Jevome L. Moniot, The Pen-
nsylvania State University, Oniversity Park.
Plenum Press, 227 West i7th Street, Hew Tork,
N.Y. LOGLL. 1978, =vii - 425 pp. 16 = 23.5 cm.
539,30,

{10) Recent Advences in Phytochemistry, Volune
11, The Btructure, Biosvnthesis, aud Degrada~-
tien of Wood. Tdited by Frank A. Loewas, Washe
ington State University, Pullman, and v.C.
Reneckles, The University of British Columbia,
Vancouver. Plenum Press, 227 West 17th Street,
New York, N.Y. 100311, 1972, xii + 527 pp. 16
23.5 om. $4%.50,

{11} Recent Advances in Phytochemistyy. Volume
1. Bicchemistry of Plant Phenolice. Edited

by Tony Swain, HBoston Iniversity, Jeffrey B,
Harbovoe, University of Beadiug, Fngland, and
Chrils ¥. Van Sumere. University of Ghent, Bel-
glum, Plenom Press, 227 West 17th Street, New
York, N.Y. 10011, 1979, ix + 651 pp. 16 =

23.5 449,50
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> Hatural Products Chemistry.
dited by “,J, Faullner and W.H. Fenical,
derippes looiditute of Oceanography, Univer-—
sity of )diljhvﬂ‘d, San Diegeo., Plenum Press,
227 Hest Street, Wew Yovk, W.Y. 10011,

1977, op. 17.5 % 25.5 cm. 542,50,
Botanical Dermstology. John C. Mitehell,

kl;
" of Jrlil&h Colupbia, and Archur

Vookq Addenbrooke’s

and Febiger, 600 Scuth Washdngton Square,

g Hospital, Canmbridge. Lea

Philadelphia, Pa. 19106, 1979. xiii + 787 pp.

15 x 23 cm.

{14} Eecent Dovelopments in Chrcmatobranhy

amd Electrophoresis {(Chromatography Symposis
Serigs ~ Volume 1),
Institute for Pharmacologlical Re
search, and Leiks Renows, Belgian
Pharmaveutical Sciences.
Publishing Company, P.O.
I Wecherlands, euad 52
¢ Yorik, N.Y. 100GL17.
4.5 cm. 858,50,

(15} Bipgh Performance Liquid Chromatography.
Chemical Laboratory Practice. deinz Engel-
ardi. Unlversity des Saarlandes, Saarbrucke
Springar-Verlag, 175 Fifth Averue, New Yovrl,
H.Y. 100L0. 1979, =mii + 248 pp. 17 ¥ 24.5 om
529.80.

$39.50,

Mario begri

Elsevigr Scientific
Box 211, Amsterdam,
» Vanderbilt Avenue,
1979, im + 357 pp. 17

(16) Biologlcal/Biomedical Applications of
Liguid Chromatography, Bdlted by Gerald L.
Huwk, Waters Associates, Inc, Marcel Dekker,
Tae, , 270 Madison Aﬂbnue New York, N.,Y.

10016, 1979, wxv + 736 pp. 16 w 23.5 cm.
$45.00.
{17} Secondary Metabolism., J. Mann, Univer-—

gity of Reading. Oxford University Press,
200 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016.
1979, =i -+ 316 pp. 14 = 22.5 om. $26.00.

{18} Herbal Drigs in Indian Pharmaceutical
Industry. fapoor and R,
Botandcal Research Institute, Lucknow., Eoo-
nonie Botany Informacion Service, National

Lotanical Besesrch Tnstitute, Lucknow 226001
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India. 1979. 85 pp. 21.5 x 27.5 em. RS 14.00.

(1Y) The Alkaloids. David R, Dalton, Depart-
went of Chemistry, Temple University. Marcel
Pekler Toe., 270 Madison Avenue, New York,
N.Y. L0016, 1979, x + 789 pp. 18.5 x 26 cm.
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While the twoe lettereg printed balow ars
not technileally letiers to the Bditor, they

were forwarded from Dr. David I, Kingston,
Book Review Editor for the Seciety and its
Journal, The Journzl of Hotursl Products.
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LETTERS T0 THE EDITOR (Continued)

lariv the prostate; and thus it is likely
that these refractory cases are the result
of inhibitory concentrations of the drug
nof being realized, Hopefully new drugs or
different modes of treatment will overcome
these difficulties. Understanding these
problems, one would err to be dogmatic
rather than qualified in referring to the
present status of therapy.

Sincerely vours,

Memory Elvin-Lewis, Ph.D.
Head: Microbiology
Washington University School
of Dentistry

Dear Dr. Kingston:

I weuld like to thank Dr. Memory Elvin-Lewis
for the reply to my recent review of the
book "Medical Botany-Plants Affeeting Man's
Health"” by Walter H. Lewis and Memory P.F,
Elvin~Lewig,

Anyone who routinely deals with the broad
area of biology knowns that the terms "al-
ways' and "never" are rarely applicable.
Hence, my statement concerning the use of
tetracyclines in the treatment of chlamydial
urethritis was certainly not meant to be dog-
matic and all inclusive, As a matter of fact,
one would be ill-advised to make that type

of dogmatic statement concerning any disease
state and its corresponding drug therapy. I
am Lndeed aware that the chlamydiae are sh-
ligate intracellular parasites with an appar-
ent growth cycle of about 48 hours and that
they have a limited nmetabolic capability, I
amso also aware that there exists an element
of latency or inapparent infection with many
chlamydial diseases. T am further aware of
the difficulty of attaining suitable pro-
static levels of antimicrobial agents. My
Point was that the statement in the book
"Ihis recurvent disease ig difficult to con-
tyol with known antibiotics, such as tetra-
oyeline, and only new therapeutic measures
will absure complete resolution.” intimates
to me, at least, that chlamydial urethritis
ig not adequately treated with currently
available drugs in mest patients. Although
the optimum dosage regimen may not have been
established with certainty, it has been sug~
gested 14-21 day therapy of tetracycline at
L gram per day is adequate to eradicate the
infection in most patients. Furthermore,

erythromyein in a divided daily dosage of 1
gram for 21 days has been used successfully
a8 well as the anti-infective agent gulfi-
soxazole. Dr. Flbin-Lewis even states in the
letter that a ~--~"gmall number of indivyi-
duals do not respond well to Eetracycline
therapy,"-———clearly fmplying that a clear
majority do respond to adequate therapy.

In conclusion, I am neither a clinician nor

& chlamydiologist, nor do I pretend to be,

but that dees not mean I am unaware of the
disease state or itg present therapeutic
status. I hope my position is clear and that
Dr. Elvipn-Lewis now understznds that my
statement is not now nor ever was intended
to be dogmatic,

Sincerely,
Paul L. Schiff, Jr., Ph.D.
Professor and Chairman

CALL FOR NEWSLETTER ITEMS

We need input from the Membership, partic-
ularly for the NEWS AND MOTES section,
Please take the time to mail information
about meetings, grants, promotions, etc.
and include wmaterial about collegaunes as
well as yourselves.

Do you have line drawings that lend them—
self to reproduction that we might use for
future covers, if so, please forward them
with a brief description and a short lettrer
giving the Newsletter permission to use the
material se that copywrite laws will not he
infringed. Please feel free to send letters
to the editor, vou must have some feelings
about the way the discipline has fared beth
in academiz and in the granting agencies,

Bo you believe that the discipline iz viable
in todays college curriculum - does it inter-
relate with the chemical sciences or 1z it

an anachronism? If we don't become involved
in academic meetings as well as sclentific
meetings, we will not have dialogue with
colleagues in.other disciplines and can find
ourselves by ourselves in a corner. Pleage
get involved.

PARKINGON'S FIFTH LAW.

IF THERE IS A WAY TO DELAY AN IMPORTANT
DECISION, THE G000 BUREAUCRACY » PUBLIC OR
PRIVATE, WILL FIND. 1T,
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