ASP HOSTS ICNPR 2020 IN SAN FRANCISCO THIS JULY
By Guy Carter, PhD and Roy Okuda, PhD

T

he organizing committee would like to invite you to attend ICNPR 2020 (icnpr2020.org) to be held this summer, July 25-30, in San Francisco, California.
ICNPR 2020 will be the 10th international meeting
of natural products societies. The first was held in 1970 in
Vienna, Austria and involved ASP and the GA. The consortium has now grown to seven societies, with the Korean
Society of Pharmacognosy (KSP) officially joining the group
in 2020. The seven societies participating in ICNPR 2020
are: AFERP, ASP, GA, JSP, KSP, PSE and SIF.
One important change from previous ICNPR and ASP
meetings is that sessions are planned to extend into
Thursday morning, July 30. ICNPR now involves seven
participating societies, and this extra half-day will accommodate an expected heavy demand for oral and
poster presentations. ICNPR 2020 will officially end at
noon on Thursday, July 30. Please plan to stay until then.

A comprehensive and contemporary scientific program is
in the process of being organized by the ICNPR 2020 Scientific Program Committee. The scientific program for this ICNPR will feature for the first-time plenary sessions organized
by each of the sponsoring societies. These sessions are intended to provide the opportunity for each society to showcase their scientific prowess and will include award lectures
as well as other keynotes. The one other plenary session
will be a memorial to our late colleagues Drs. Koji Nakanishi
and Yuzuru Shimizu.
Afternoons will begin with three concurrent “breakout”
sessions and finish with poster presentations Sunday
through Wednesday. The breakout sessions will include six
symposia devoted to specific themes in natural products
research and six topical sessions that are more broadly defined. Each of these will be open for the submission of contributed abstracts. The current lineup of these sessions is
continued on page 12
listed below:

SYMPOSIA

TOPICAL

Cutting-Edge Technologies in Natural Products Research

Plant Natural Products

Modernization of Traditional Medicine Systems

Marine Natural Products

Climate Change’s Impact on Natural Products Sciences

Microbial Natural Products

Natural Product Applications in Agriculture

Synthesis of Natural Products

Next-Generation Natural Product-Derived Drugs

Biosynthesis of Natural Products

Medicinal Natural Products: From Bench to Bedside

Genomics in Natural Products Research
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single/double, $284 triple and $309 quad (but not recommended for 4 adults). These are exceptional rates for this
highly desirable hotel at the height of the summer tourist season. In comparison, rates were >$400/night + tax in summer
2019. (The single/double rates are the same as for the Grand
Hyatt in NYC for ICNPR 2012.) In addition, anyone booking using the ICNPR booking system will be exempt from the typical
“destination fee” of $29/night. Nearly all other hotels in San
Francisco will charge an additional destination or resort fee
ranging from $15 to $35/night. Besides being in a spectacular location, there are numerous other benefits to staying at
the Hyatt Regency SF Embarcadero. Please see the “Accommodations” link on the ICNPR 2020 website for more details.

icnpr2020.org/accommodations

continued from page 11

The scientific program will continue through Thursday
morning, which will again feature three concurrent oral sessions devoted to contributed presentations grouped according to the topical themes. The program will also involve a
large number (~100) of short oral talks and approximately
1,200 posters, which will provide ample opportunities for
attendees to present their results. Please visit the ICNPR
2020 website for the roster of invited speakers as well as
for any program updates at www.icnpr2020.org.
As this is a global conference, an overarching theme of
ICNPR 2020 will be to promote diversity among speakers
from around the world. This will be reflected most notably in
the oral sessions.
The hotel and main venue of ICNPR 2020 is the Hyatt
Regency San Francisco at Embarcadero Center. Located
across the street from San Francisco Bay, this 17 story,
recently remodeled hotel and conference center is ideally
suited to our meeting.
Please note there are multiple Hyatt properties in the
San Francisco Bay area. Be sure you are coming to the
Hyatt Regency San Francisco at Embarcadero Center
(street address is 5 Embarcadero Center).
The contracted rates for ICNPR 2020 are $259/night for

The ICNPR 2020 reservation is now open. Rooms are
expected to sell out on some nights, so we strongly encourage you to book your room as soon as possible. Late July
is “high season” for tourism in San Francisco, and we are
very fortunate to have contracted this hotel at such a good
rate and without the destination fee. ASP members should
have received an alert when the ICNPR 2020 hotel registration system opened – ONLY use the link on the ICNPR
2020 website. (Please do not book through the regular
Hyatt system!)
All events for ICNPR 2020, except for the Night at the
California Academy of Sciences (see below), will take place
at the Hyatt Regency SF Embarcadero.
The ICNPR 2020 Opening Reception will take place in the
evening of Saturday, July 25 in the atrium of the Hyatt. The
presidents of the seven participating societies will make
welcoming remarks, and we are planning a special toast to
welcome attendees from around the world.
Each ICNPR meeting has a special event which highlights a
local attraction. The “Signature Event” for ICNPR 2020 will be A
Night at the California Academy of Sciences on Sunday evening
(July 26). The “CalAcademy” is one of the oldest private research and educational institutions in the western US. Besides
extensive public exhibits, the Academy supports a research
staff, many of whom work in areas relevant to natural products research, such as ethnobotany and ecology. We will have
the entire CalAcademy facility to ourselves, which will include
the three-story enclosed rainforest, the Steinhart Aquarium,
the Morrison Planetarium, a unique “living roof,” and numerous
other displays. Don’t miss the earthquake shaker exhibit!
The evening will begin with a strolling light meal, which will
allow you to view the exhibits. Later in the evening, a DJ will
play music which reflects many of the countries represented
continued on page 13
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A Night at the California Academy of Sciences on Sunday evening (July 26).
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Public sculptures along the Embarcadero near the site of ICNPR 2020
continued from page 12

in ICNPR, and all are invited to sing and dance to music from
around the world!
Our scheduled time at the CalAcademy is “only” 4 hours,
which may not be enough time to see everything, so you
may want to schedule a return visit later in the week. To get
a small taste of what the CalAcademy has to offer, please
visit their website: www.calacademy.org. However, one has
to see it in person to really appreciate what it has to offer.
Another important component of ICNPR (and ASP) meetings are events which are specific for our “YMs,” or Younger
Members (students, postdocs, young professionals). We estimate from 400 to 500 YMs will attend the Congress. Usually,
one event is planned, but for ICNPR 2020, we are planning
TWO noteworthy events for Younger Members! The first will
be a workshop on Saturday morning (July 25) at the Hyatt featuring a panel discussion by professionals who were trained
in natural products research, but who work in industries in
which their acquired skills have been applied to other areas,
such as biotech. It is highly notable that as of now, three vicepresidents of local companies have agreed to participate in
this panel. (Other panelists will be added.) Another part of
this workshop will include CV preparation and interview skills
given by people who have experience in hiring staff for companies. This workshop will be extremely valuable for anyone
contemplating employment in the near future.
The second YM event will be held Monday evening (July 27)

at the Hyatt Regency San Francisco. This will begin with a light
dinner followed by a discussion on careers in professions related to natural products. Following this will be a casino night
with arcade games staffed by senior members of the natural
products community! This will be a chance for YM’s to network
with each other in a relaxing and fun environment. We hope
this will begin interactions between younger members from all
parts of the world that will last far beyond ICNPR 2020.
In addition to the YM workshop on Saturday, July 25, three
other workshops will occur during the day. Two are based on
the applications of NMR techniques on natural product structure determination. The morning session will be led by Roberto
Gil and Thomas Williamson and the afternoon session by Bill
Gerwick. Another afternoon workshop will be led by Barbara
Sorkin and Mahtab Jafari and will focus on the process for
developing a plan. Please visit the “Workshops” tab on the
ICNPR 2020 website for details on each of these workshops.
The Closing Banquet will be held on Wednesday, July 29
in the Hyatt Ballroom. Seating is limited, so be sure to register early.
Please note ICNPR 2020 will still have oral sessions from
8:00am to noon on Thursday, July 30, so plan to stay to hear
these talks.
The Scientific and Local Committees are working hard to
prepare a memorable Congress for everyone involved. We
hope you will join us for ICNPR 2020 in San Francisco!
continued on page 14
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LIST OF CONFIRMED SPEAKERS
SPECIAL MEMORIAL SYMPOSIUM
Memorial Symposium for Koji Nakanishi and Yuzuru Shimizu
Speakers for Koji Nakanishi
Nina Berova (Columbia University)
Ray Cooper (The Hong Kong Polytechnic University)
Toyonobu Usuki (Sophia University, Tokyo)
Speakers for Yuzuru Shimizu
William Fenical (Scripps Institution of Oceanography)
Lucie Maranda (University of Rhode Island)
Rachel Mata (UNAM)

SYMPOSIA
Modernization of Traditional Medicine Systems
Clara Lau (The Chinese University of Hong Kong)
De-an Guo (Shanghai Institute of Materia Medica)
Cutting-Edge Technologies in Natural Products Research
Jean-Luc Wolfender (University of Geneva)
Tamir Gonen (UCLA)
Leslie Hicks (University of North Carolina Chapel Hill)
Next-Generation Natural Product-Derived Drugs
Bruce Littlefield (Eisai Inc.)
Mande Holford (Hunter College, City University of New York)
Alun Bermingham (Revolution Medicines)
Climate Change’s Impact on Natural Product Science
Valerie Paul (Smithsonian Marine Station at Fort Pierce)
Natural Product Applications in Agriculture
Emily Whitson (Bayer US)
Elibio Rech (Parque Estação Biológica, Brasilia)
Medicinal Natural Products: From Bench to Bedside
Ulrike Grienke (University of Vienna, Austria)
Krystyna Skalicka-Wozniak (Medical University of Lublin, Poland)
Catherine Vonthron-Senecheau (University of Strasbourg, Illkrich, France)

TOPICAL SESSIONS IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS
Microbes
Sang-Hee Shim (Duksung Women’s University, Korea)
Plants
Eva Pferschy-Wenzig (University of Graz, Austria)
Hiroyuki Morita (Toyama University, Japan)
Marine
Brent Copp (University of Aukland, New Zealand)
Sophie Tomasi (University of Rennes, France)
Synthesis
Biosynthesis
Genomics
Dong-Chan Oh (Seoul National University, Korea)
Each of the above Topical Sessions will involve two invited speakers and contributed short talks.
continued on page 15
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SOCIETY PLENARY SESSIONS
(each of the Seven Participating Societies will organize and host their own session)

AFERP
Erwan Poupon (Université Paris)
Marc Litaudon (Gif-sur-Yvette, France): Pelletier-Tillequin Award
Michel Frédérich (Liège, Belgium)
Emmanuel Mikros (Athens, Greece)
Séverine Derbré (Angers, France)
Catherine Roullier (Nantes, France)
Marieke Vansteelandt (Toulouse, France)
ASP
Suffness Award (tba)
John Cardellina (Tyler Award)
Bradley Moore, UCSD (Farnsworth Award)
GA
Egon Stahl Award in Gold – Award lecture - tba
Nikolas Fokialakis (Athens, Greece)
Planta Medica Best paper awardee and short presentation - tba
Oliver Kayser (Dortmund, Germany)
JSP
Masami Ishibashi (Chiba University)
Kazuki Saito (Chiba University)
Ikuro Abe (University of Tokyo)
KSP
Jee Hyung Jung (Pusan National University)
Young Ho Kim (Chungnam National University)
Eun Kyoung Seo (Ewha Womans University)
PSE
Satyajit D Sarker (Liverpool John Moores University, UK)
PSE-PF Prize lecture - tba
SIF
Orazio Taglialatela Scafati (Naples)
Two 20-min presentations - tba
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